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Mohigans look to reload, continue raising standard

AUG. 30 at Parkersburg, 7:30 p.m.
SEPT. 6 vs. Bridgeport, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 13 at South Charleston, 7:30 p.m.
SEPT. 20 vs. Connellsville (Pa.), 7 p.m.
SEPT. 27 vs. Buckhannon-Upshur, 7 p.m.
OCT. 4 at Wheeling Park, 7 p.m.
OCT. 11 vs. Martinsburg, 7 p.m.
OCT. 18 at Parkersburg South, 7 p.m.
OCT. 25 at Hedgesville, 7 p.m.
NOV. 1 vs. University, 7 p.m.
NOV. 8 OPEN

Morgantown Schedule

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

Sean Biser is in his fifth season as head coach of
Morgantown football.
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The seniors on Morgantown High School’s football team. Back row, left to right, Sylas McGinnis (9), Jake Hall (82), Owen
Williams (84), Brady Savage (85), Aidan Stire (3), Akir Johnson (55), Alex Himes (8) and Dylan Shinkovich (50). Front,
left to right, Armstrong Siakam (54), Owen Monroe (32), Mason Haney (45), Remi Hawkins (7), AJ Thomas (2) and Kylan
Blunt (11).

Morgantown returns just 4 starters from 2023
BY MARK SCHRAF
Sports@DominionPost.com

MORGANTOWN —
“The standard is the stan-
d a rd . ”

Pittsburgh Steelers head
coach Mike Tomlin is
famous for his pithy quotes,
and probably the most
enduring one listed above
can certainly apply at
almost any sport at any
level, as Morgantown fifth-
year football coach Sean
Biser will attest.

“When I came in, I didn’t
want to focus only on a
long-term plan,” he
explained. “We wanted to
evaluate our immediate
needs – pick the low-hang-
ing fruit — while simul-
taneously establishing our
prog ram’s culture and our
standards. And while
COVID certainly added an
extra challenge to that pro-
cess, I’m pleased with the
progress we’ve made, and
given every team a chance
at success.”

The won-loss record cer-
tainly shows steady
progress: five to six to seven
wins and playoff berths
each year from 2021 to 2023.
But Mohigan football
always has a higher goal –
to win the State Champi-
onship, and that standard
never changes.

T here’s an added chal-
lenge – and opportunity -
for the Mohigans this sea-
son, one that often comes
with high school athletics:
only four starters return
from last year. But Biser
has seen the benefits of the
retooling of the line-up.

“Sometimes, senior-
dominated teams can get a
little complacent,” he
admitted, “and they don’t
work quite as hard as they
can to improve and pre-
pare. Any head coach will
tell you that experience and
talent is great, but hard
work, dedication, and effort
is just as important, maybe
more so.

“We have multiple start-

ing positions open right
n ow, ” he continued, “and
competition at almost
every position, and that’s
been very encouraging and
exciting for us. The guys
came into camp in excellent
shape, and they’re picking
things up quickly, but most
importantly, they’re help-
ing each other get better. I
see this as helping with our
depth and with our team
chemistry, and everyone’s
on the same page with earn-
ing playing time and get-
ting ready for the season.
It’s been fun to watch.”

Senior leader A.J.
Thomas, counted on as the
featured back in the
offense, likes what he’s
seen so far as well.

“The new kids have such
a great work ethic, and
they’re really eager to step
up and step in,” he said.
“We ’re holding each other
accountable for what we
need to do on and off the
field, and it’s showing up
every day in practice. And

even though our offensive
line is young, they are big,
strong and talented, and I
think they’ve got a chance
to surprise some people
who might think we’re too
young up front. We are all
just excited about the sea-
son for sure.”

Despite the roster
turnover, Biser plans on
incorporating the basic
Mohigan offensive and
defense schemes – with
some added wrinkles.

“We run our systems,”
he explained. “We ’re a lot
like WVU — pretty much a
power spread with air raid
aspects to our offense,
although we also have our
old wing-t in place. But
while that’s the framework,
we like to tweak things, and
add complexity to try to
maximize our personnel.
And everyone’s been pick-
ing things up really well.

“At this point,” he con-
cluded, “I’d describe us as a
work in progress, with lots
of potential. We’ve worked
hard and if we continue to
do that, if our leadership
steps up and we keep get-
ting a little better every day,
what we will need most to
be successful this year is to
mature quickly. If we do
that, we can meet our
potential.”

And that’s something
every coach hopes for.

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

The Morgantown football team hoists the MoHawk Bowl trophy after defeating rival
University 26-18 last season.

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

The Morgantown football team will begin its home schedule at Pony Lewis Field on Sept.
6 against Bridgeport at 7 p.m.
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BY MARK SCHRAF
Sports@DominionPost.com

MORGANTOWN —
Senior year. Large turnover
in starting line-up from last
season. Feature back on
offense, and defensive cap-
tain. Additional leadership
responsibilities. Looking to
get to State Championship.
Hoping to grab the atten-
tion of college coaches.

Indeed, there certainly
appears to be plenty of rea-
sonable reasons for Mor-
gantown High running
back/defensive back A.J.
Thomas to feel more than a
little bit of added pressure
heading into the 2024 cam-
paign.

That would be a reason-
able assumption – but an
incorrect one.

“No, I don’t look at those
kinds of things as added
p re s s u re, ” he explained.
“T hey’re all very exciting
opportunities for our team
as a whole as well as for me
as a football player and as a
person, and I’m grateful
that I have this chance to
show what I can do and to

help us become the team we
can be.”

After sharing touches
with “three or four
dynamic players” last year,
Thomas has been well
aware of his ascendant sta-
tus as the offensive focal
point heading into the Fall,
and he’s been preparing
since the end of last year.

“I knew that I’d have my
number called a lot this sea-
son,” he revealed, “so I’ve
been in the weight room
plus doing a ton of agility
work, trying hard to get my
body right. I know I’ll have
to be stronger and more
durable to handle the
increased workload.
Besides, lifting with my
teammates is always a good
time, and a good example to
set for the younger guys.”

While Thomas has
always been, according to
head coach Sean Biser, “a
naturally quiet, but excel-
lent leader by example,” he’s
asked his dynamic senior to
step up as a more vocal pres-
ence for his team.

Running back AJ Thomas feels up to
the task as Morgantown’s senior leader

SEE THOMAS, C-0

“AJ is such a dynamic
player with the ball in his
h a n d s, ” Biser smiled. “He
has elite vision, burst and
he has a real nose for the
end zone. He’s got that ‘it
f actor,’ without question,
and there is no doubt in my
mind that some college
coach is going to get a really
good player next year. What
we are challenging him to

do this year is to make more
splash plays on defense, be
ready to be the guy on
offense and to become the
full package in the locker
room. They already look up
to him as a playmaker and a
hard worker, which means
that what he has to say will
have a significant impact.
That leadership role can be
a difference maker for us
this year, and I know he’s
more than capable of taking
that next step as a football

p l aye r. ”
For Thomas, that vocal

role isn’t natural, but he
knows it’s necessary.

“I guess I have to remind
myself to speak up some-
t i m e s, ” he admitted with a
grin. “I’m not the most
talkative guy – I just like
doing what I do, working
hard and improving
myself, and letting that be
an example on its own. But
I also know that this is it,
my senior year. It seems

like I’ve always had more
time, even as a junior, but
this last year has come so
fast, so I want to be sure
that I’m doing every pos-
sible thing to make myself
and my team successful.
And speaking up, being the
guy that the young players
trust and believe – t h at ’s a
big part of it.”

Thomas has some per-
sonal production goals in
mind – 1,500 rushing yards
being one of them – but he

also understands the col-
lective dynamic so impor-
tant in football.

“Sure, I want to do well
and put up numbers and
maybe get more college
teams looking my way,” he
explained, “but football is
the ultimate team game.
Nobody can do it all by
themselves. But every guy
out there — the offensive
linemen and the lead block-
ing back and the wide
receivers blocking at the

next level — they all know
that they are just as big a
part to a touchdown run as
the guy carrying the ball.
So, I know we’re all on the
same page, that my success
is our success, and as long
as we trust each other and
believe in each other, I
think we can go far this
year, and we’re all excited
and ready to see how good
we can be.”

THOMAS
FROM PAGE C-0

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

Morgantown's AJ Thomas (2) reacts after scoring a touchdown against University during the MoHawk Bowl last season.
Thomas ran for 196 yards and three touchdowns as Morgantown won 26-18.

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

Morgantown's AJ Thomas (2) rushes the ball against University in the MoHawk Bowl last
season. He led the Mohigans with 627 rushing yards and 15 touchdowns in 2023.

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

The Morgantown football team runs onto the field prior to their season opener against
South Charleston last year.

Sherri A. Lowther
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466 Christy Street, Suite 1, Morgantown, WV
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AUG. 30 vs. Hampshire, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 6 vs. North Marion, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 13 vs. Fairmont Senior, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 20 at Robert C. Byrd, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 26 vs. East Fairmont, 4 p.m. (Thursday)
OCT. 4 at Woodrow Wilson, 7 p.m.
OCT. 11 OPEN
OCT. 18 at Bridgeport, 7 p.m.
OCT. 25 at University, 7 p.m.
NOV. 1 vs. Buckhannon-Upshur, 7 p.m.
NOV. 8 at Philip Barbour, 7 p.m.

Preston Schedule

More experienced Knights have high hopes for 2024

William Wotring/ Dominion Post

The Preston High School football seniors. Left ro right, Hunter Turner (63), Shelden Miller (10), Seldyn Greaser (16), Cody
Smith (14), Kaden Hayes (0) and Ethan Likens (7). William Wotring/The Dominion Post

Mark Deep is entering his fourth season as head coach of
Preston football.
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BY ERIC HERTER
Sports@DominionPost.com

KINGWOOD – It’s a
mantra that can be heard
every preseason on every
football field across the
c o u n t r y.

Defense wins champi-
o n s h i p s.

Not just championships
– it wins games.

Look no further than the
2023 Preston High School
football team for a com-
pelling case.

Last season, the Knights
finished 2-8 but in the two
victories they allowed 14
points to Robert C Byrd and
just 13 to Buckhannon-
U p s h u r.

T hat’s why fourth-year
head coach Mark Deep has
taken over calling the
defensive plays again this
season for the Knights. It’s
that important to both him
and his team in 2024.

“Defense has to be key
for us,” Deep said. “We have
to do our part. We can’t be
in shootouts; we are not
equipped for that.”

With four starters back
on defense, there are going
to be several new faces on
the defensive side of the
ball.

The key for the PHS
defense is going to be on the
defensive line where there
will be four new starters.
The defensive backfield
and linebacker group
should be tough, led by
senior middle linebacker
Ethan Likens.

“Ethan loves to hit,”
Deep said of his senior who
finished with a school-
record 121 tackles last year.
“He is gong to be key in
what makes us roll on

d e f e n s e. ”
The defensive backfield

returns senior safety Cole
Turner, who Deep said is
the quarterback on defense,
junior safety Slaton Manko
also returns along with
senior cornerback Cody
Smith.

“Cole is a do it all player
for us,” Deep said of the
senior who will also be the
punter and kicker. “He is
very talented and really
another coach on the
field.”

Turner, who is ranked as
one of the top kickers in the
state, said his hope for the
season is to leave a legacy at
PHS.

“An above .500 season
and playoffs would be
g reat,” Turner said. “But
it’s more important to start
changing the mindset at
Preston. I want to see the
freshmen, sophomores,
juniors, seventh graders,
eighth graders all get con-
sistent. I want to see playoff
berths for a long time at
P re s t o n . ”

Some of that change
came earlier this month
when the Knights were
reclassified from Class
AAAA to Class AAA for
this season. The hope at
PHS is this reclassification
will stick for future years.

Joining the four return-
ers on defense is going to be
some familiar faces that
might not have been
starters in the past but have
played some football for the
K n i g h t s.

Gavin Martin, a junior,
will likely start at nose
tackle alongside junior
Michael Moore at defensive
tackle. The defensive ends

are expected to be junior
Ryder Kilkenny and sopho-
more Blake Jennings.

Kaden Hayes, a senior,
will join Likens at
linebacker and junior
Hunter Lewellen will play
rover back for the Knights.

Currently there is a bat-
tle for the last starting cor-
nerback position between
junior Aiden Strawser and
freshman JJ McLaughlin.
Both will see playing time
this year. Also expected to
play at some point is 6-foot-
4, 240-pound freshman Levi
Beeghly on the defensive
l i n e.

On offense, the focus for
the Knights will be a run
game centered around
Likens at running back
with Manko returning at
quarterback. Turner and
Smith are both back as
playmaking wide receivers
that will also see some time
in the backfield as well.

“Offensively, we want to
be able to control the
cl o ck , ” Deep said. “We are
going to be more run than
pass and focus on getting
the game into the fourth
quarter where we are still
in the game.”

Unfortunately for the
PHS offense, they return
just six starters and have to
replace 4/5ths of the offen-
sive line.

“Our line is going to be
yo u n g , ” Deep said. “We
have two starters out for
the year with injuries. We
need to find the best five to
play there.”

Center Brayden Miller
and left tack Max Huggins
will both miss their sopho-
more season. Right guard
Matthew Larew, a junior, is

the only returning starter
on the line.

Deep said right now
there are five players vying
for the four remaining
spots on the line. Senior
Hunter Turner appears to
have grabbed the left tackle
spot and senior Dylan
Haskiell is fitting nicely at
left guard. Sophomore Jay-
den Livengood is expected
to start at right tackle, but
the center spot is still up for
grabs between Jennings
and sophomore Hayden
C o l e.

Hayes, a 6-1, 180-pound
tight end, will add some
blocking ability and is a big
target. He missed all last
season with an ACL injury.

“With the experience
that everyone has at the
skill positions, it really
brings a sense of calmness
for everyone else,” Dee p
said. “T hat’s big especially
with a young offensive line.
We are still looking at some
different combinations on
the line, but I think we can
compete this year.”

Likens, one of the eight
seniors on the team, said
this PHS team is going to
surprise some people this
ye a r.

“I think we have a really
good chance to be good this
ye a r, ” Likens said. “We just
have to focus on each game
and each play.”

Preston opens its season
on Aug. 30 when it hosts
Hampshire at 7 p.m. The
Knights play four of their
first five games at home and
face perennial powers Eat
Fairmont and Bridgeport
as part of a tough Big Ten
Conference schedule.

Preston thinks stout defense can lead
to a winning record and playoff berth

BY ERIC HERTER
Sports@DominionPost.com

KINGWOOD — The first
football game for Preston
High School is still a week
away, but the Knights have
already picked up one vic-
tory in 2024.

Earlier this month, Pre-
ston, along with 21 other
schools, was granted the
right to change its WVS-
SAC classification in foot-

ball for the upcoming 2024
season. PHS will compete
in Class AAA instead of
Class AAAA this year in
football only.

Preston, which is the
lone school in the county,
consolidated in 1992 and
has made the state playoffs
in football just three times
in the history of the
s ch o o l .

The last time the
Knights made the playoffs,

in 2019, they finished the
regular season 4-6 and lost
to Martinsburg, 84-0, in the
first round.

“I think this gives us a
chance to be competitive,”
Todd Seymour, PHS prin-
cipal, said. “We are a rural
school in a rural county; it
gives us an opportunity to
compete against similar
s ch o o l s. ”

Currently, Preston
enrolls roughly 1,100 stu-

dents in the high school in a
county that is 650 square
miles. Many of those poten-
tial student-athletes have
bus rides that are 45 min-
utes-to-an-hour long.

“Some of our students
c a n’t participate in sports
because they won’t get
home until 8 p.m. or later,”
Seymour said. “We have
more of a chance to be com-
petitive in Class AAA
instead of Class AAAA.”

The appeal process for
Preston, and the other 10
schools, was arduous.

First, the appeal was
heard by the WVSSAC
Board of Directors, and it
was denied. The group of
schools then went to the
WVSSAC Board of Review
which sent it back to the
Board of Directors. The
appeal was once again shot
down before the Board of
Review made its decision

on Monday.
“The big point we made

is that the reclassification
was to bring about better
competitive balance,” P re -
ston County Superinten-
dent Brad Martin said.
“Not only for football but
for all the impacted sports,
this is going to give us a
more-level playing field.”

The WVSAAC made the

Knights move from Class AAAA to AAA for 2024
22 teams win appeal to move down from initial placement in new 4-class system

SEE CLASS, C-9

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

Top, Preston quarterback Slaton Manko (11) looks to
throw during a game last season. Bottom, Preston’s Cody
Smith (14) drags a Robert C. Byrd defender into the
endzone during a game last season.
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BY ERIC HERTER
Sports@DominionPost.com

KINGWOOD – Look up
the definition of high
school middle linebacker
in the dictionary and it
very well may have a pic-
ture of Ethan Likens next
to it.

Likens, a 5-foot-11, 212-
pound senior at Preston
High certainly looks the
part for the Knights.

“He just brings excite-
ment to the defense,” PHS
head coach Mark Deep
said. “The kid is just a foot-
ball player; he loves to hit.
It’s what you want in a mid-
dle linebacker – he’s a little
nuts and he loves con-
tact.”

Deep said there are
times when the Preston
coaching staff has to reign
Likens in during prac-
t i c e.

“The first day we hit in
practice, it was like releas-
ing the Kraken,” Deep said.
“We had to reel him in a
little bit. But we are going
to take the chains off him in
the scrimmages and the
opener against Hamp-
s h i re. ”

When those chains come
off, Likens said he has
some big goals. Last sea-
son, he set the school
record for tackles in a sea-
son with 121. This year he
has the lofty goal of 140 set
for himself.

“That was a big accom-
plishment,” Likens said. “I
remember my sophomore
year that my goal was to
break 100 – when I did that,
I knew I was capable of
breaking the record. I am
trying to set a higher goal
this year because I feel it
make you work a little bit
h a rd e r. ”

Likens is also the start-
ing running back for the
Knights, but Deep said it’s

on defense where his senior
leader really excels.

“He lives and breathes
fo o t b a l l , ” Deep said. “I am
calling the defense this
year and I do get excited to
see him hit someone, but
it’s also nice to see him run
over someone.”

It was Deep who made a
big impact in middle school
for Likens, who has played
football since the first
g rade.

During Likens’ e a rly
years, he played on the
offensive and defensive
l i n e.

In eighth grade, Deep
moved Likens to running
back and middle linebacker
and the result obviously
speaks for themselves.

“It feels natural for me,”
Likens said. “I feel like I
can really flow to the ball
from the linebacker spot.”

It’s not all natural abil-

ity, either. Cole Turner, a
PHS senior defensive back,
has played with Likens
since the second grade. He
said that Likens is a stu-
dent of the game.

“He watches so much
film,” Turner said. “He
calls out plays that the
opposing teams are going to
run. When he gets on the
field, he gets in a state
where all he cares about is
fo o t b a l l . ”

Likens said he enjoys
film study and that it helps
slow the game down for
him. He also said that he
enjoys when teams have to
audible or are shocked
when he knows what play
they are going to run.

In his senior season,
Likens said he is optimistic
for himself and the
Knights. He is hoping to
play football in college and
has already been contacted

by Glenville State, Fair-
mont State and Roanoke
College. He hopes to major
in exercise science.

“It’s been a dream of
mine to play college foot-
ball since I was really
yo u n g , ” Likens said. “I
think this year, we have a
really good chance to be
studs. We need to work hard
and do what we can do and
play each game week by
we e k . ”

After breaking school tackle record, linebacker Ethan
Likens wants to do even more for Preston’s defense

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

Preston's Ethan Likens (7) rushes the ball against Robert C. Byrd during a game last season. A senior linebacker, Likens broke the Preston High School
single-season tackle record with 121 tackles in 2023. He’s aiming for even more this season.
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move to a four-class system
for football, baseball, soft-
ball, volleyball, cheer, girls’,
and boys’ basketball in
December of 2023. The new
classification was supposed
to look at enrollment along
with other factors such as
competitive balance.

Martin said that Preston
does fall within the enroll-
ment guidelines but falls
short on competitive bal-
ance. Especially in football,
where the Knights have
played for 32 years and just
recently picked up their
100th win in school history.
The school is averaging just
3.2 wins per season in its
e x i s t e n c e.

Seymour and Martin are
both hopeful that the Board
of Directors will look at the
classifications and put all
Preston High sports into
Class AAA moving for-
w a rd .

“We are happy for foot-
ball this year,” Seymour
said. “But our hope is that
eventually all sports will
move to Class AAA and it

will be permanent.”
Preston will still play its

regularly scheduled oppo-
nents this season including
Class AAAA teams Univer-
sity and Woodrow Wilson
along with Class AA oppo-
nent Phillip Barbour and
the rest of their Big Ten
Conference schedule.

“It doesn’t change any-
thing this year schedule-
wise for us,” PHS head foot-
ball coach Mark Deep said.
“But if we can stay in Class
AAA it really does open
things up for us. There’s a
chance where we might not
have to go more than an
hour and a half for a game.
That would be great for our
students, our coaches, and
our community.”

Deep said that Seymour,
Martin, and community
member Craig Jennings
were instrumental in get-
ting the Knights’ cl a s s i f i -
cation changed.

“Who benefits from Pre-
ston being Class AAAA?
N o b o dy, ’” Jennings said. “It
d o e s n’t help Martinsburg
to come in here and beat us
by 80. It hurts them and us
— no one wants to get their
heads beat in. We aren’t
asking to move down to
Class A, we just want to be
competitive and give our
student-athletes the best
oppor tunity.”

Other schools also win-
ning the appeal are Frank-
fort, John Marshall, Oak
Hill, Petersburg, St.
Albans, St. Mary’s, Sis-
sonville, Spring Valley,
Tyler Consolidated, Wayne,
Buckhannon-Upshur, Capi-
tal, Riverside, South
Charleston, Chapmanville,
Independence, Lincoln,
Nicholas County, Pike
View, Ritchie County and
Summers County.

Class AAAA will see the
biggest change as Preston,
John Marshall, Oak Hill,
St. Albans, Buckhannon-
Upshur, Capital, Riverside,
South Charleston and
Spring Valley move to Class
AAA. That means Class
AAAA will consist of just 16

schools with all 16 making
the playoffs.

Frankfort, Wayne, Chap-
manville, Independence,
Lincoln, Nicholas County,
Pikeview and Sissonville
are moving from Class
AAA to Class AA while St.
Mary’s, Petersburg, Ritchie
County, Summers County
and Tyler Consolidated are
moving from Class AA to
Class A.

2024 WVSSAC football
classifications

Class AAAA
Cabell Midland
George Washington
Hedgesville
Hurricane
J e ff e r s o n
Martinsburg
Morgantown
Musselman
Parkersburg
Parkersburg South
Spring Mills
Universitiy
Wa s h i n g t o n
Wheeling Park
Woodrow Wilson

Class AAA
Berkeley Springs
Bridgeport
Brooke
Buckhannon-Upshur*
Capital*
East Fairmont
Elkins
Fairmont Senior
Hampshire
Grafton
Greenbrier East
Gerbert Hoover
John Marshall*
Keyser
Lewis County
LincolnCounty
Nitro
North Marion
Oak Hill*
Point Pleasant
Preston*
Princeton
Ripley
Riverside*
Robert C. Byrd
Shady Spring
South Charleston*
Spring Valley*
St. Albans*
We i r
Wi n f i e l d

Class AA
Bluefield
Braxton County
B u ff a l o
Chapmanville*
Charleston Catholic
Clay County
Doddridge County
Frankfort*
Independence*
James Monroe
Liberty (Harrison)
Liberty (Raleigh)
Lincoln
Logan
Midland Trail
Mingo Central
Moorefield
Nicholas County*
Oak Glen
Philip Barbour
PikeView*
Poca
Ravenswood
Roane County
Sissonville*
South Harrison
Wa y n e *
We s t s i d e
Wheeling Central
Wi l l i a m s t o w n
Wyoming East

Class A
Calhoun County
Cameron
Clay-Battelle
East Hardy
Gilmer County
Greenbrier West
Hundred
Madonna
Magnolia
Man
Meadow Bridge
Montcalm
Mount View
Paden City
Pendleton County
Petersburg*
Pochahontas County
Richwood
Ritchie County*
River View
Sherman
St. Mary’s*
Summers County*
To l s i a
Trinity Christian
Tucker County
Tug Valley
Tygarts Valley
Tyler Consolidated*
Va l l e y
Va n
Wa h a m a
Webster County
Wirt County

*Reclassified for 2024

The original version of this story
appeared in the Aug. 14, 2024
edition of The Dominion Post.
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FROM PAGE C-7

Do you coach a youth or club sport? Let us know how your
team is doing.

Share news and photos of your team at Sports@Dominion-
Post.com

Questions: 304-291-9425

Tell us about your team

“OUR HOPE IS THAT
EVENTUALLY ALL

SPORTS WILL MOVE TO
CLASS AAA AND IT

WILL BE PERMANENT.”
Todd Seymour

Preston Principal

DominionPost.com
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AUG. 30 OPEN
SEPT. 6 at Parkersburg South, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 13 vs. Buckhannon-Upshur, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 20 vs. Wheeling Park, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 27 at Fairmont Senior, 7 p.m.
OCT. 4 vs. Butler (Pa.), 7 p.m.
OCT. 11 at Connellsville (Pa.), 7 p.m.
OCT. 18 at Spring Mills, 7 p.m.
OCT. 25 vs. Preston, 7 p.m.
NOV. 1 at Morgantown, 7 p.m.
NOV. 8 vs. Oak Hill, 7 p.m.

University Schedule

Youthful Hawks aiming to soar in 1st
season under head coach Eric Snyder

William Wotring/Dominion Post

Eric Snyder is entering his first season as University
football head coach.

BY MICHAEL GRIFFITH
Sports@DominionPost.com

MORGANTOWN — It’s
the beginning of a new era
on Baker’s Ridge for the
University High School
football team as Eric Sny-
der steps into the role of
head coach following a 37-
year tenure by John Kel-
l e y.

As Kelley’s longtime
assistant, Snyder is no
stranger to football coach-
ing or the UHS program.
However, he knows what
new challenges come with
being a program’s head
coach and says he and his
team are facing them head-
on.

Following a .500 season
at 5-5 that included four
wins on the road and four
losses at home, the Hawks
hope to keep the travel suc-

cess going while being able
to defend their home turf.

“Our summer has been
very successful in our
growth as a group and as
i n d iv i d u a l s, ” Snyder said.
“We incorporated our
freshmen in June, about
half of the team right now,
and traveled to some dif-
ferent seven-on-seven
events and did well with
those. Our young guys have
come in and have been
patient while finding a role
and opportunity on the
team. Everyone has bought
into the weight room and
conditioning properly, and
we have seen explosive
growth in strength among
the team.”

The 2025 senior class of
just 11 players out of the
roster of 72 leads the way
for the Hawks on the field.

Twenty-one freshmen will
suit up for Snyder with a
sophomore class of 19. A
hefty junior class of 21
brings experience and sol-
idarity to the middle of the
roster for the Hawks.

Returning as a second-
team all-state linebacker,
WVU wrestling commit
Brock Kehler will look to be
productive on both sides of
the ball once again for UHS,
serving as a tight end on
of fense.

“I feel as a team we are
more prepared coming into
this season than in the past
with the flex days and the
amount of work we’ve been
able to do this summer,” he
said. “Coach Snyder has
done a great job of getting
us ready physically and
excited and hyped up
d a i ly. ”

With a team that boasts
40 combined freshmen and
sophomores, Kehler is
embracing the leadership
ro l e.

“I want to be the foun-
dation of the team,” he said.
“I want to be there for
everyone. The older guys
and younger guys, I want
anyone to know they can
come to me and ask me
questions about the game
or anything they need.”

Snyder has two quarter-
backs, junior Jack Byrer
and sophomore Harrison
Helbig, who he thinks can
be potential starters.

“Jack is a solid quarter-
back with some experience
from last season. Both com-
plement each other’s abil-
ities well,” Snyder said.
“Some of the things one
may not do well, the other
seems to pick up on and
help out with. There will be
times this season where
each of them is called on to
step up and help the offense
advance the ball when we
need them to.”

UHS will begin its inau-
gural campaign under Sny-
der with a tough road test
against the Parkersburg
South Patriots on Sept. 6.
After a bye in the season’s

opening week, the team will
host two games at home
against Buckhannon-
Upshur and Wheeling
Pa rk .

“The opening game will
be tough going to Parkers-
burg South, but having the
first week off is good prepa-
r at i o n , ” Snyder said. “We
know Buckhannon will be
challenging and physical in
the home opener. Wheeling
Park has excellent num-
bers and is well-coached
every single year. Then we
travel to Fairmont Senior,
one of (Class) AAA’s top
teams. You have to be pre-
pared week in and week out
no matter who is on the
other side of the ball.”

UHS adds some new
opponents this season,
hosting Butler and visiting
Connellsville (both in Pa.)
in the first two weeks of
October. Then, it rounds
out the month on the road
at Spring Mills and back on
B a ke r ’s Ridge to host the
Preston Knights on Oct 25.

The 2024 Mohawk Bowl
will begin the month of
November at Pony Lewis
Field on the first, and the
Hawks will finish the reg-
ular season by hosting the
Oak Hill Red Devils on Nov.
8.

“We are looking forward
to the schedule this year;
the Mohawk Bowl will cer-
tainly be a fun time,” S ny -
der said. “It’s always great
to have a strong, healthy
rivalry like that. It’s good
for the kids and the pro-
grams. We want to win
games, and we ask our play-
ers how they want to do
that. If you want to win the
way you imagine yourself
winning, it means coming
to practice, hitting the
weight room harder, and
improving consistently to
come out on top in reaching
our goals.”

Jeremiah
Robinson

Max
Travis

Antwon
Watson

Jamie
Harper

Josh
Jorge

Nikolas
McCray

Josh
Brunner

Shawn
Carter

Dilon
Glover

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

University's Josh Jorge (12) is chased down by Morgantown's Caleb Nutter (26) during the MoHawk Bowl last season.
Jorge rushed for 235 yards and four touchdowns in 2023.

Snyder takes over following John Kelley’s 37-year tenure

Do you coach a youth or club
sport? Let us know how your

team is doing.
Share news and photos of

your team at
Sports@DominionPost.com
Questions: 304-291-9425

Tell us about your team



FRIDAY, AUG. 23, 2024 HIGH SCHOOL FALL SPORTS GUIDE THE DOMINION POST D-3

Don’t fall behind on your home improvement projects! Let First Greene Mortgage 
help you with the heavy lifting before winter with our variety of loans. We offer:
• Home Improvement Loans (FHA Title I)
• Home Equity Loans

• Construction Loans
• Owner-Builder Loans

Visit with a Loan Officer, or apply anytime online!

GOOD LUCK THIS SEASON!
FROM OUR TEAM TO YOURS

Your home is the heart of what we do!
354 Suncrest Towne Centre Morgantown 3000 Jerry Dove Drive (Market Place) Bridgeport

Looking for a New Home Turf?

Complete a mortgage pre-qualification or apply for a 
mortgage loan, and start your end run  

toward home ownership.
Get started online, or visit us today!

www.fgm.bank NMLS# 
458729

First Greene Mortgage Corporation, dba First Greene Mortgage, is a wholly owned subsidiary of First Federal Savings and Loan Association of Greene County.

Giving you all the tools
you need



D-4 THE DOMINION POST HIGH SCHOOL FALL SPORTS GUIDE FRIDAY, AUG. 23, 2024 FRIDAY, AUG. 23, 2024 HIGH SCHOOL FALL SPORTS GUIDE THE DOMINION POST D-5

Hawks feel Jack Gamble is a safe bet
BY MICHAEL GRIFFITH
Sports@DominionPost.com

MORGANTOWN —
When over half of your
entire roster is freshmen or
sophomores, there’s a good
chance that one of the
younger players steps up
and shows he has the ways
of an upperclassman and
fills into a leadership role.

Only one senior lines up
for UHS on the offensive
and defensive lines and
head coach Eric Snyder and
his staff have used the sum-
mer to evaluate their young
lineman and identify who
among them could take the
torch and lead the line into
the trenches.

Jack Gamble, a 6-foot-1
234-pound sophomore is
one of the younger guys
Snyder has identified as
someone who can not only
lead the team this season,
but can help be a leader for
the future.

“Jack Gamble has
shown that he can become a
top player up front for us
and has made tremendous
improvement since he
joined us last season as a
f re s h m a n , ” Snyder said.
“His confidence has grown
tremendously. He seems to
have a bit of a new swagger
to him now that he carries
into practice and into the
weight room.”

That swagger Snyder
mentioned was present at
the UHS football media day
as Gamble toted a pair of
sledghammers, one slung
across each shoulder, as the
team posed for pictures and
met with the media and
f amilies.

“Over the offseason I
was working as hard as I
could because I knew what
the expectations were com-
ing in,” Gamble said. “I
managed to start a couple
games last year on varsity
as a freshman and I want to
build on that experience. I
know we are young on the
line and there’s some mis-
takes here and there but I
want to be able to show my

knowledge and help the
team improve as a unit and
as players.”

Although strength is a
huge part of being success-
ful on the offensive and
defensive lines, Gamble
said having a high under-
standing of the game men-
tally is something he
focuses on more than any-
thing.

“I like to say that offen-

sive line requires the sec-
ond-most mental load
behind the quarterback,”
he said. “You have to know
what to do with your
assignment but also have to
think about what the other
positions are doing also. If
you miss a block, the play
can be over before it gets
going. It’s huge to be able to
have a high football IQ and
sometimes it can be what it

takes to completely change
a game.”

But in touting the dual-
sledgehammers around
media night, Gamble
showed that his strength is
something that is also pre-
sent.

“Behind IQ, strength is
everything on the line,” he
said. “We ’ve been lifting
every day and trying to get
stronger. That’s all you can

do is show up and put the
work in. I’ve seen a huge
difference from last season
to this season already in my
lifting so I try to be a good
example for others who are
going hard in the gym and
trying to get stronger.”

Gamble says he has
improved his max squat
from 245 pounds to 440
p o u n d s.

“The progress is moti-
vating to me,” Gamble said.
“Being able to see the
growth and seeing the work
pay off is great. Plus I have
two more years ahead of me
after this season, so why
not keep trying to grow and
get better? We are going to
go out and give our max-
imum effort and try to
learn and get better and
better every play.”

Snyder said he has to
remind himself sometimes
that Jack is a sophomore
and njot one of his seniors.

“I see him lineup against
a fellow sophomore and it
d o e s n’t look like two sopho-
m o re s, ” Snyder said. “He
has great feet, he has room
to grow in his game and his
body, which is great for
being a sophomore, and
he’s a natural leader out
there for us. When some-
thing goes wrong he will
slow the team down for a
second in practice and
make sure everyone under-
stands what’s going on
before trying again. He has
the offense down and is able
to fix something he sees
that needs fixed. He is going
to be big for us going for-
w a rd . ”

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

University’s defensive line makes a stop during a game against Fairmont Senior last season.

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

University’s Jack Byrer (7) carries the ball during a game last season. Byrer, a junior, is
competing to be the Hawks’ starting quarterback.

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

University’s Brock Kehler (41) carries the ball during a game last season. Kehler, an
impact defender, led the Hawks with 95 tackles last season.

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

University’s Kaleil Lewis (80) makes a catch during a game against Preston last season.
Lewis made 15 receptions for 332 yards and three touchdowns in 2023.

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

University’s Marcos Kniska (27) bears down on the quarterback during a game against
Parkersburg South last season. Kniska had a team-high five sacks in 2023.
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Clay-Battelle enters a new era with
1st-year head coach Aaron LaPoe
BY MICHAEL GRIFFITH
Sports@DominionPost.com

BLACKSVILLE — T he
Clay-Battelle Cee-Bees
enter their 2024 campaign
under a new direction as
first-year head coach
Aaron LaPoe takes over for
Ryan Wilson after a 29-year
stint.

The Cee-Bees are com-
ing off a 3-6 season that saw
them drop their first three
games by a combined nine

points before splitting the
remainder of the schedule,
including a 40-7 victory
over Tygarts Valley on the
ro a d .

Although the C-B foot-
ball program has seen some
talented players depart
over the past few years like
Carson Shriver and Zac
Hall, LaPoe and his players
are excited for the 2024 sea-
son and entering the cam-
paign with confidence.

“We feel good coming

into the season; summer
workouts have gone well,
and I think we’ve got some
good preparation done. The
kids all showed up, and par-
ticipation was great,”
LaPoe said. “We have some
team goals that we’ve writ-
ten down, including getting
into the playoffs. Coming
out and winning our first
game against Hundred
after losing to them last sea-
son is a big one for us early
on.”

Putting in a new offense
certainly comes with its
challenges, and LaPoe said
players did well in using
the time they had over the
summer to learn and
a d ap t .

“We went to a few seven-
on-sevens and hosted UHS
and MHS here for an
evening, which helped us
get comfortable pretty
q u i ck ly, ” he said. “They are

SEE ERA, D-7

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Clay-Battelle takes the field prior to a game against
Beallsville (Oh.) last season.
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Senior running back/linebacker Maverick
Gum is the Cee-Bees’ Swiss Army Knife

truly learning how to prac-
tice in the way that is
required to achieve the
goals that we have written
down, and it isn’t easy, so
we need everyone to come
out and be prepared to
learn and execute. Their
bodies are going through a
lot but their brains are
going through just as
m u ch . ”

LaPoe said one of his
early achievements is the
coaching staff he has
around him.

“I have some guys on our
staff that are really good
coaches and good with the
k i d s, ” he said. “It’s nice see-
ing other coaches taking
extra time during a water
break to talk to one of the
kids if they see something
they need to be coached on
or they can improve on.
T hat’s a great feeling know-
ing people are behind you
that you trust.”

Two returning players
that received all-state hon-
orable mentions in 2023 for
C-B are Braden Ponceroff
and Maverick Gum.

Ponceroff played at
wideout for the Cee-Bees
last season and is a multi-
sport athlete for Clay-Bat-
t e l l e.

“Braden is incredibly
talented and athletic and
one of the smartest athletes
I know,” LaPoe said. “He is
only a junior and we expect

him to have the ball in his
hands plenty for us.”

Gum will see a majority
of the carries for the Cee-
Bees out of the backfield
and will be one to fight for
ya rd s.

“Maverick is a hard-
nosed running back that is
incredibly strong,” L a Po e
said. “He’s a senior and
knows what it will take to
help this team. We expect
him to confidently carry
the ball for us and fight for
everything he gets.”

LaPoe said other players
like Josiah Morgan, Tyson
Price and Landon Savage
will also be called upon to
make an impact for the
team.

The Cee-Bees will open

the 2024 season with a home
contest against the Hun-
dred Hornets on Aug. 30,
followed by another home
game with Madonna visit-
ing.

Two road games at Val-
ley and against rival Trin-
ity Christian await in
weeks three and four before
Tygarts Valley and Han-
cock visit Blacksville.

C-B then hit the road to
visit Meadow Bridge before
hosting Cameron for its
final home game on Oct.
18.

Two road games at
Beallsville (Ohio) and Mag-
nolia round out the regular
season for LaPoe and his
squad.

ERA
FROM PAGE D-6

Alex
Danser

Karson
Moore

Maverick
Gum

Cameron
Lloyd

Josiah
Morgan

Brody
Willard

Landon
Savage

Bryan
Vega

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Aaron Lapoe is entering his first season as the head coach
of Clay-Battelle football

BY MICHAEL GRIFFITH
Sports@DominionPost.com

BLACKSVILLE — If you
researched the term “j a ck -
of-all-trades” you may see a
picture or highlight of Mav-
erick Gum in your find-
i n g s.

The Clay-Battelle senior
captain has grown into a
do-it-all player for his team,
beginning last season and
continuing into 2024. Gum
will serve as the team’s
leading running back and
the defensive captain at
l i n e b a cke r.

“I think we have a lot
going for us this season,”
Gum said. “The team has
looked good in practice so
far and made a lot of
progress in the time we’ve
had with a new head coach.
The playbook is fun, and I
think we will have a chance
to make some noise.”

As the team captain and
leading voice on both sides
of the ball, Gum under-
stands his responsibility
and embraces the challenge
that comes with it.

“I know how crucial it is
to be someone that knows
how things are supposed to
go for us to be successful,”
he said. “Everybody on this
team has a job, from the
players on the field to the
guys on the sidelines, and it
takes all of us doing our job
the right way. I know many
of these guys look up to me
in the field, and I try to lead
by example and work hard
every day. Hopefully, these
guys do too.”

Aaron LaPoe, the first-
year head coach at C-B, is
the program’s all-time lead-
ing rusher. He said Gum
reminds him of himself
when playing for the Cee-
B e e s.

“He’s just a tough, hard-
nosed player,” LaPoe said.
“He sort of reminds me of
myself. He’s tall and tough
to bring down. I wasn’t the

fastest player when I ran
the ball and Maverick may
not beat you with speed but
opposing defenses won’t
enjoy tackling him over
and over that’s for sure.”

Along with his duties on
offense, Gum is also the
focal point of the defense as
a linebacker. He totaled 93

tackles last season and is
out to improve on that num-
ber in 2024.

“I’d say that one of my
personal goals is getting
over that total,” he said. “93
was my record last year,
and there’s a career tackle
list that I also have my
sights on.”

LaPoe knows how
important it is having a
player like Gum on the ros-
ter as a first-time head
coach at any program.

“As a first-year head
coach, having a player
like Maverick on the team
is a blessing,” LaPoe said.
“He shows up, works
hard, and helps be the
extension of the coaches
on the field. You never see
him with his head down
because he has such a pos-
itive attitude.”

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Clay-Battelle’s Maverick Gum (44) makes a tackle during a game against Magnolia last season. Gum, a senior, led the Cee-Bees with 93 totals tackles
in 2023 while also rushing for 367 yards and seven touchdowns.

“HE SORT OF REMINDS ME OF MYSELF. HE’S
TALL AND TOUGH TO BRING DOWN.”

C-B head coach Aaron Lapoe on
senior running back Maverick Gum AUG. 30 vs. Hundred, 7 p.m.

SEPT. 6 vs. Madonna, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 13 at Valley, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 20 at Trinity Christian, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 27 vs. Tygarts Valley, 7 p.m.
OCT. 4 vs. Hancock (Md.), 7 p.m.
OCT. 11 at Meadow Bridge, 7 p.m.
OCT. 18 vs. Cameron, 7 p.m.
OCT. 25 at. Beallsville (Oh.), 7 p.m.
NOV. 1 OPEN
NOV. 8 at Magnolia, 7 p.m.

Clay-Battelle Schedule
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AUG. 30 at Federal Hocking (Oh.), 7 p.m.
SEPT. 6 at Berkeley Springs, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 13 vs. Madonna, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 20 vs. Clay-Battelle, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 27 at Conotton Valley (Oh.), 7 p.m.
OCT. 4 OPEN
OCT. 11 at Richwood, 7 p.m.
OCT. 18 vs. Oak Glen, 7 p.m.
OCT. 25 at Tygarts Valley, 7 p.m.
NOV. 1 vs. Hundred, 7 p.m.
NOV. 8 at Valley, 7 p.m.

Trinity Christian Schedule

Football returns to Trinity Christian

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Football is back at Trinity Christian School this fall after a year off. The Warriors were forced to cancel their 2023 season due to low participation numbers. Now, with a 16-man roster,
Trinity Christian and first-year head coach Jason White plan to play a complete 10-game schedule.

Warriors enter the fall with a 16-man roster
BY CODY NESPOR
CNespor@DominionPost.com

MORGANTOWN — Fo r
most high school football
teams, a season’s success is
defined by how many
games are won. Some teams
will only be satisfied by
making the playoffs and a
few of the very best will be
disappointed by anything
less than a state champi-
o n s h i p.

For Trinity Christian,
however, just getting to play
football this year makes the
2024 season a success.

“Getting to play football
is a success,” f i r s t - ye a r
head coach Jason White
said. “At the end of the day,
these kids go to school here,
they want to wear the Trin-
ity uniform. We were all
very passionate about it.”

The Warriors are
returning to the gridiron
this fall after not being able
to field a team last season
due to low numbers.

White was hired last
summer after being an
assistant at University
High and thought they
would have enough kids to
play, but when only 12 play-
ers signed up the day before
practice was set to start, he
had to cancel the season.

“We tried to get a few
more kids out, we tried it
until the 11th hour,” White
explained, “and then it got
to the day before the first
practice and we had 12 kids
and that’s unsafe. We
decided to pull the plug
then because it just was not
h ap p e n i n g . ”

By not holding a single
practice, Trinity’s players
had the chance to play at
other schools last fall,
which a handful did.

“T hat’s why we did that,
we wanted to do right by the
boys no matter what,”
White said. “T hat’s my
mantra, I want to do right
by the kids, even as hard as
it is for us not to have foot-
ball. I wanted the kids that
we re n’t going to play here,

to get to play elsewhere.”
White, who was also

named Trinity’s athletic
director this summer,
d i d n’t sit on his hands after
canceling football last fall.
He got right to work
recruiting players to make
sure the Warriors could
field a team for 2024.

“The first day of school, we
started recruiting kids,” he
said. “We have a group of kids
here who really want to play,
some of them got the oppor-
tunity to play elsewhere, but
some of them didn’t.”

The efforts paid off as
the Warriors enter 2024
with a 16-man roster, a full
10-game schedule and loads
of enthusiasm to bring high
school football back to the
top of the hill in Sabraton.

“I think not having a pro-
gram last year, not being
able to have football, really
made these guys hungry,”
White said. “T hey’ve
bought in, they’ve
recruited, they lead in the

classroom, they lead on the
field and I’m really proud of
them.”

Surprisingly, Trinity
i s n’t going to have a young
roster this season. Of the 16
players, five each are
seniors and juniors, four
are sophomores and only
one is a freshman.

A pair of juniors who
played for the Warriors as
freshmen in 2022 but didn’t
get to play last year are
Parker Hopkins and Dono-
van Hurley.

Hopkins, who also plays
soccer, basketball and base-
ball at Trinity, will play
linebacker on defense and
nearly every skill position
of offense.

“I’ll line up in the slot,
line up at running back the
next play and maybe the
next series line up at quar-
t e r b a ck , ” Hopkins
explained. “I have trust in
our guys that they’re going
to do their job and help me
and help everyone else to

have a successful season.”
Hurley will anchor the

offensive and defensive
lines. He chose not to go
somewhere else and play
last season, but didn’t
waste anytime preparing
for this year.

“For me, I looked at lift-
ing so I could get stronger
for next year,” Hurley said.
“I went out and lifted, that
was the first thing I did.”

Senior lineman Landan
Goodwin chose to play at
Preston High last year,
making the trip to King-
wood after school for every
practice and game.

“He’s a leader for us on
and off the field,” White
said. “He’s been big about
rallying kids to make sure
they’re in the weight room.
He’s our voice separate
from (the coaches).”

At quarterback, the
team will have senior Noah
To l e r.

“He’s a pure leader,”
White said. “He just wants

to do what’s best for us and
help with whatever he can.
He’s just another kid that
knows we should have foot-
ball here, wants the Friday
night lights back and he’s
ready to do it.”

Trinity starts with two
games on the road, at Fed-
eral Hocking (Oh.) on Aug.
30 and Berkely Springs on
Sept. 6. The first home
game at Trinity Christian
since 2022 will be on Sept. 13
at 7 p.m. against Madonna.

“I think it’s going to be

huge for our school to have
football back,” White said.
“I’m excited to flip on the
lights that night and get the
whole town out. Every-
b o dy ’s excited about get-
ting football back up on this
hill.”

White, who will call
plays on defense, is assisted
by offensive coordinator
Nick Porta, special teams
coordinator Dakota Best
and assistant coaches Wes
Hopkins, Garrett Crumb-
liss and Andrew Archer.

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Jason White was hired as the Trinity Christian football
coach in 2023, but this will be his first season as the
Warriors’ head coach. He is also entering his first year at
Trinity Christian’s athletic director.

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

The Trinity Christian football team celebrates after scoring a touchdown during the 2022
season.
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BY CODY NESPOR
CNespor@DominionPost.com

MORGANTOWN — Yo u
can almost literally feel it
when football is in the air.

When August rolls
around, the humidity goes
down and temperatures
start to drop, you know foot-
ball season is just around
the corner.

Last year, instead of
excitement for the coming
season, the transition into
fall only brought disap-
pointment for the Trinity
Christian Warriors, whose
2023 season was canceled
due to low participation.

“It was devastating,”
junior Parker Hopkins
recalled. “We had a lot of
football-first athletes last
year who were debating on
taking a year and not play-
ing or going to play some-
where else.”

A few players went to
other schools to play foot-
ball last fall but for the most
part, football was absent
from the halls of Trinity
Christian School.

“It was pretty rough,”
junior Donovan Hurley
said. “I didn’t know what I
was going to spend my free
time with.”

The Warriors didn’t
spend the last year feeling
sorry for themselves.
Instead, they got to recruit-
ing, convincing anyone
who would listen to go out
for the team in 2024.

“Everybody was upset
but we all looked on the
bright side that we were
going to have a team next
ye a r, ” Hopkins said.
“Everybody started lifting,
getting faster, stronger and

preparing for this season.”
Mission accomplished,

as the Warriors are back on
the gridiron this summer
with a 16-man roster and a
full 10-game schedule.

“I’m super excited to put

the uniform back on,” Hur-
ley said. “It’s been some-
thing I’ve been missing.
Last year I went and saw
other people play and I was
like ‘man, I can’t wait for
football to come back.’”

The success of the team’s
recruiting efforts is right
there on the roster. The
Warriors aren’t fielding a
team this season because a
bunch of players are com-
ing up from the middle
school program. In fact,
t h e re ’s only one freshman
on the team this season.
There are 10 total juniors
and seniors and four sopho-
m o re s.

“Me and the kids got
after it (last year),” first-
year coach Jason White
said. “A lot of these guys are
guys that we recruited last
ye a r. ”

T rinity’s first game will
be on the road at Federal
Hocking in Stewart, Oh. on
Aug. 30 To say the team is
excited would be an under-
s t at e m e n t .

“Everybody is pumped
for our first game,” Hop-
kins said. “We have a scrim-
mage coming up that every-
body has been talking
ab o u t .

“I’m baseball first, but

t h e re ’s nothing more
thrilling than running out
onto the football field on
Friday night and seeing
everybody in the stands.”

Trinity plays its first two
games of the season on the
road, visiting Berkeley
Springs on Sept. 6. The wait
for the first home game
against Madonna on Sept.
13 might just be excruci-
at i n g .

“I think the atmosphere
is going to be really good,”
White said. “I get a little
emotional thinking about
it. I think it’s going to be
huge for our school to have
football back. I’m excited to
flip on the lights that night
and get the whole town out.
E ve r y b o dy ’s excited about
getting football back up on
this hill.”

It’s hard to restart a pro-
gram after any sort of
break, even just one year, so
the Warriors aren’t setting
any lofty goals for the sea-
son. In a lot of ways, just
getting to take the field will
be the team’s biggest win
this season.

“We may be small in
nu m b e r s, ” White said, “bu t
we ’ve got big hearts and we
want to have football here
at Trinity.”

Just getting to play is the Warriors’ 1st big win

Wyatt
Baker

Marcus
Bland

Rocco
Citerone

Donovan
Hurley

Christian
Humberson

Parker
Hopkins

Thomas
Dinkel

Robbie
Kincaid

Evan
Knight

Caden
Leggett

Noah
Toler

Jonathon
Sheffstall

Bryson
Sanders

Austin
Porta
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Trinity Christian’s Parker Hopkins (7) battles a pair of Hundred defenders for a ball during
a game in 2022. Hopkins, now a junior, is going to do a little bit of everything for the
Warriors in 2024.
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